
IN-PERSON WORKSHOP

Essential Lessons to Accelerate Student 
Writing for Multilingual Learners

FEBRUARY 28, 2023

FEATURING SHONA LANSDELL 
During a year when accelerated 
learning is the goal, it’s important 
to prioritize writing instruction so 
that the most essential K-12 skills 
are the foundation of a writing 
curriculum. This requires more  
than just showing strong  
examples and assigning writing 

topics. Students need explicit, skill-based instruction 
that demonstrates how to incorporate the most 
critical, genre-specific ingredients into their own  
first-draft writings.
Using the college and career-ready writing standards 
as the foundation, this workshop for K-12 teachers 
will identify the core writing skills to teach per unit.

This workshop will offer numerous lesson concepts, 
student writing samples, digital resources, and 
specific instructional points. In addition, every 
session will include direct connections to the 6 Traits 
of Writing—emphasizing the significance of the traits 
of ideas, organization, and conventions.

Whether you assign topics or students choose them, 
whether your students write multiple paragraphs or 
draw a single picture with letter labels, this workshop 
will identify the top-tier instructional priorities to plan 
into any writing curriculum.

Target the essential skills 
per writing unit
PART 1: Prioritize the type of “info” that must be incorporated 
in informative writings. Learn how to provide instruction so 
students can:
• Embed content, text evidence, and topic-specific  

vocabulary accurately.
• Explain and elaborate on information stated.

PART 2: Target the different genres of informative writing and 
their various characteristics. Teach students to know how to:
• Recognize the different ways to organize information 

depending on the writing purpose or prompt.
• Move beyond predictable introductions and  

summary conclusions.

PART 3: Craft instruction for powerful persuasives and 
sophisticated arguments appropriate for primary, intermediate, 
and secondary classrooms. Teach students how to:
• Align with a side based on positional proof—rather than 

personal preference.
• Identify reasons to support a position with evidence  

and elaboration.

PART 4: Target the non-negotiables of any narrative writing 
unit. Whether students write in pictures or in paragraphs, they 
need instruction that:
• Prioritizes the two required elements of every story—a problem 

and a solution.
• Reveals how to generate read-write narratives that align with 

the expectations of standardized tests (e.g., rewrite the story 
from a different character’s viewpoint).



THREE REASONS TO ATTEND 
THIS WORKSHOP:
1. When it comes to instructional time, 

every minute counts.  
Make your time count by prioritizing 
your writing instruction to address gaps 
and accelerate learning.  

2. Explicit teaching gets results. 
Standards and resources tell you what 
to teach, but in this workshop you’ll 
learn how to teach each essential skill. 

3. Strong writers perform better on 
standardized assessments.  
Preparing students for the challenging 
read-write tasks they will encounter 
on state and national assessments 
requires instruction on how to convey 
comprehension in a written response.

WHAT’S INCLUDED: 
• A full-color downloadable handout. 
• Lifetime access to the workshop “secret site,” a members-only 

website featuring ready-to-go digital resources directly related 
to the workshop. 

• A completion certificate acknowledging 5 hours of professional 
development. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
• K-5 Classroom Teachers
• 6-12 English Language Arts Teachers
• ELL Teachers
• Literacy Coaches / Coordinators
• Title I Teachers / Directors
• K-12 High-Ability Teachers
• K-12 Administrators

FEBRUARY 28, 2023
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Wabash Valley Education Center
3061 Benton Street
West Lafayette, IN 47906

COST: 
$125 per person for service center members. 
$250 per person for non-members.

Top questions teachers ask about 
accelerating learning in order to achieve 
grade-level expectations in writing:
1. What are the most essential writing lessons that my 

students need to learn? 
2. How can I make my writing mini-lessons more effective? 
3. How much instructional time should I dedicate to each 

unit of writing? 
4. What kinds of writing products should my students  

be producing? 
5. How can I tie my grammar instruction to my  

writing units? 
6. How can I accelerate my students’ learning in the area 

of writing? 

Shona provides answers to these  
questions and many more!

TO REGISTER:
Visit www.esc5.k12.in.us  
Call (765) 463-1589



ABOUT THE PRESENTER

Don’t be fooled by Shona Lansdell’s 
soft-spoken demeanor. This 
professional development dynamo 
packs a punch with crowds of all sizes 
as she motivates educators to apply 
best-practice literacy strategies.

Always approachable and empathetic, 
Shona taps into her 25 years of 
experience as a teacher, coach, and 
building leader to offer practical and 
realistic guidance to teachers.

Shona’s expert knowledge of best-
practice literacy strategies, along with 
her rich history of providing side-by-
side support to teachers, allows her to 
fully customize the on-site professional 
development she provides to schools.

While the academic standards always 
serve as the anchor for strategies and 
ideas shared with teachers, Shona 
then works to meet teachers where 
they are. From there, she provides 
practical, next-step guidance for 
improving instruction and student 
achievement in reading and writing.

Working alongside teachers in their 
own school is how Shona spends 
the bulk of her time. Whether she’s 
fostering conversations with small 
groups of teachers or leading sessions 
with the entire staff, Shona always 
leaves educators confident and ready 
to implement new ideas.

Never ready to rest on her laurels, 
Shona Lansdell is a driven educator 
whose chief motivation is to help 
teachers and students learn and grow.

Shona’s love of learning (and an 
opportunity to run on the cross 
country team) is what led her to Ball 
State University to pursue her BA in 
Elementary Education. After she had a 
decade of classroom experience and 
three children under her belt, Shona 
earned her Master’s Degree in School 
Administration from Indiana University.

Before joining the Smekens team of 
literacy consultants, Shona dedicated 
more than 20 years to the students 
and teachers at Perry Township 
Schools in Indianapolis. In this diverse 
urban district, she taught a variety 
of grades and subjects, served 
on committees, led building-level 
professional development, and helped 
to launch a district-wide initiative on 
Trauma-Informed Schools.

In her role as a literacy consultant with 
Smekens Education, Shona offers 
professional development for teachers 
through on-site school visits, virtual 
training, and remote coaching.

She and her husband, Joseph, live 
in Greenwood, IN where they enjoy 
spending time with their three young-
adult children and their silky Maltese 
named Penny.

“Shona was wonderful. She 
was very informative. She used 
real-world examples from her 
previous experience. She was 
willing to answer any questions 
and was very positive.”
Gail Walker, teacher, Saint Vivian 
Catholic School, Cincinnati, OH

“I love how simple you made the 
concept of tying writing into the 
other subjects. It makes so  
much sense!”
Michelle McKinney, 4th grade 
teacher, Our Lady of Hungary 
Catholic School, South Bend, IN

“I felt lost teaching writing. I have 
directions now.”
Holly Tilford, 1st grade teacher, 
Joan Martin Elementary—School 
City of Hobart, Hobart, IN

“My writing curriculum just got the 
boost it needed to be effective!” 
Nicole Glacinski, 2nd grade 
teacher, CUSD #11, Jefferson Park 
School, El Paso, IL

“Excellent. Very practical advice 
to use with my 9th graders! 
I appreciate the constant 
application to standards.” 
Debra Kincaid, teacher, Clinton 
Central Junior-Senior High 
School, Michigantown, IN

“Shona is very passionate in 
what she does, and the planning 
she gave us makes me feel 
super confident in my writing 
lessons for the next year. Thank 
you so much!”
Erik Longenecker, teacher, 
Immaculate Heart of Mary School, 
Indianapolis, IN

“Awesome, realistic, and usable 
information. Made me feel more 
confident about teaching writing! 
Really eye-opening! I feel like I 
can actually help my students.” 
April Firestone, teacher, Saint 
John’s Lutheran School,  
Marysville, OH

“As an educator, I am BLESSED 
to have other teachers break 
writing skills down so I can 
understand how to teach it.”
Hannah Warner, teacher, 
Eastwood Elementary School, 
New Castle, IN

Shona Lansdell


