
2022 History Teacher Symposium Session Abstracts 
 

# Presenter(s) Affiliation(s) Title: Abstract:  

1st Session 10:00-10:50 

 

Prairie 

Room 

Andrew Hartman, Illinois State 

University 

Andrew Erford, Bloomington HS 

Chad Kuehnl, Fieldcrest HS 

Kelly Schrems, Bloomington HS 

Hunter Watts, Normal Community 

HS 

Cameron Zindars, Mahomet-

Seymour HS 

History Wars and the 

American History Survey 

Our current national scrum over American history, which has reached a fevered pitch 

about the 1619 Project and Critical Race Theory, largely ignores the fact that we have been 

here before. It also misses the crucial detail, known to all good history teachers, that the 

narrative of American history, like all history, is constructed. With this problem in mind, 

this panel will be about the general topic of the American history narrative. How is it 

constructed? How should we teach it? How do we navigate the culture wars? 

 

SCH 

201 

Suzette Hesser, Illinois State 

University 

Improving New Teacher 

Self-Efficacy by Creating 

and Publishing C3 Inquiry 

Design Model Units 

This session explains a project where ISU pre-service elementary teachers improved their 

sense of self-efficacy by creating and publishing C3 Inquiry Design Model Units. Join for 

an explanation of the semester-long process including a preview of the units created and a 

discussion of the resulting self-efficacy survey data.  

 

 

SCH 

246 

Ashlie Marcy, LeRoy HS Curating a Cultural Impact 

in your Curriculum  

 

Creating culturally responsive curriculum and collections for the classroom- This session 

provides resources and research that help teachers k-12 develop a culturally diverse 

classroom library and a curriculum that is representative of the community of the students 

and the world they are preparing for. This session aims to prepare themselves and their 

students to engage in controversial conversations and allow students to identify their 

voices through an inclusive curriculum. Several resources, book talks, and ready-to-go 

lessons and activities will leave you excited to get started!  

 
 

SCH 

236 

Mary Ellen Daneels,  

Robert R McCormick Foundation 

Tracy Freeman, Normal West HS/ 

McCormick MS Civics Mentor 

 

Creating a Brave, 

Collaborative and 

Reflective Climate for 

Inquiry and Deliberation 

Student-centered deliberations and inquiry are at the core of civic learning across the 

disciplines. Learn research-based best practices to engage student voices to create an 

inclusive environment to address essential questions facing our communities. Walk away 

with free resources and strategies aligned to the revised social science standards. 

 

SCH 

204 

Michael Melick, El Paso-Gridley 

HS/ Project XV Museum 

Project XV: How a high 

school history school 

project is becoming the 

David Strother Illinois 

Voting Rights Museum 

 

 

The story of how a local high school history project evolved into an organized mission to 

open a museum dedicated to the first black voter in Illinois, David Strother, and to the 

protection and preservation of voting rights and civic engagement for future generations of 

citizens. 



 

SCH 

211 

Brad Marcy, LeRoy HS 

Ryan Krukowski, Illinois State 

University 

 

Experiential Learning in 

the Social Studies: Using 

the SEAR Model to 

Increase Engagement and 

Teaching Efficacy 

 

This session will introduce the SEAR Model for implementing experiential learning in the 

Social Studies classroom.  The SEAR Model emphasizes lessons that are Scholarly, 

Experiential, Authentic, and Reflective.  This session will incorporate the inquiry arc with 

special emphasis on student inquiry and communication of findings, as well as the infusion 

of service-learning, simulations, and current and controversial issues. 

 

SCH 

212 

Kelly Papanicholas, Bourbonnais 

Upper Grade Center 

How Music Impacted the 

Civil Rights Movement 

I will speak about a project that I teach my students on connecting music to the Civil 

Rights Movement. This project allows students to look at the lyrics of songs that were 

sung during the Civil Rights Movement and how they connect to the events. Music is an 

important part of history and songs today discuss what is going on in the world. These 

songs reflect how humans are feeling at the time and reacting to the events around them. I 

will also speak on songs today that reflect our world as a whole. 

 

2nd Session 11:00-11:50 

 

SCH 

214 

Benjamin R. Wellenreiter,  

Illinois State University 

Patriotism in the middle 

level classroom: 

Deliberative discussions 

of "love of country" 

With different meanings and manifestations, patriotism is deeply embedded in middle 

school culture and curriculum. Explore classroom-ready activities that challenge and 

expand adolescents' understanding of patriotism. Photo analysis, state statute language 

regarding patriotism, and exploration of the Pledge of Allegiance encourage participants 

and their students to consider patriotism's complexity. 

 

 

SCH 

130 

Therese Rapp, Bolingbrook HS 

Grace Bartlett, Belleville West HS 

Emily Clements, Oswego East HS 

Lindsey LaMorte, Stagg HS 

Arden Panek, Conant HS 

Lauren Sexauer, Belleville East HS 

 

Method To the Madness: 

New Teachers & the Post 

Quarantine Classroom 

A brief presentation on teaching in the post-quarantine classroom and a discussion about 

being a new teacher in unconventional times. This presentation is an opportunity for 

teachers new and old to gain insight and ask questions about teaching in 2021. 

 

SCH 

246 

Kate Pole, University HS 

David Harnish, University HS 

Overlooked No More: 

Integrating Marginalized 

Identities into Your 

History Curriculum 

Participants will engage in and leave with classroom-tested activities, resources, and 

assessments that foster a multi-perspective approach to teaching history. Specifically, they 

will learn how to frame their curricula, regardless of Social Studies subject, through the 

lenses of race, gender, ethnicity and class in order to amplify diverse student identities. 

 

 

SCH 

236 

Mary Ellen Daneels,  

Robert R McCormick Foundation 

Tracy Freeman, Normal West HS/ 

McCormick MS Civics Mentor 

 

 

 

 

Navigating Difficult 

Classroom Conversations: 

Strategies for Engaging 

Students in Current and 

Societal Issue Discussions 

 

Learn how to enhance your classroom practice of engaging students in civil discourse. 

Learn how to curate the right question, prompt, and strategy to meet your learning targets. 

Walk away with ideas and tools to enhance your current practice aligned with standards 

and the Educating for American Democracy Pedagogy Companion. 



 

SCH 

204 

April Anderson-Zorn, Illinois State 

University 

In Their Hands: Using 

archives materials to foster 

discussion and 

engagement in the 

classroom 

 

This presentation will highlight ways to introduce students to using archives materials in 

the classroom and how these interactions foster group discussion and student engagement.  

Using materials from the Rayfield Archives collections, the presentation will explore 

activities and assignments that have been created from classes using these collections.  

Archives discussed will include the papers of June Rose Colby, archives materials related 

to Title IX, and archives collections holding materials on the 1970 ISU Flag Pole event. 

 

 

SCH 

211 

Gabriel Buckrop, Pekin 

Community HS 

But I'm not a Reading 

Teacher!: Incorporating 

Literacy Strategies into a 

Social Studies Classroom 

 

With so much conflicting and overwhelming information in our society, this session aims 

to give teachers strategies to improve their students' literacy skills in a social studies 

classroom. By diving into the processes of reading primary and secondary sources, 

students will have fundamental skills for the future, thus creating informed, literate, and 

active citizens! 

 

 

SCH 

212 

Katrin Paehler, Illinois State 

University 

Teaching the Weimar 

Republic in Times of 

Political Turmoil 

This session discusses the advantages of studying the historiography and the history of the 

Weimar Republic; it holds that looking at the "past of others" opens spaces for a more 

deliberate discussion of our present. 

 

3rd Session 1:00-1:50 

 

SCH 

214 

Caitlin Stewart, Illinois State 

University 

Rebecca Fitzsimmons, Illinois State 

University (Milner Library Special 

Archives) 

 

Confronting National 

Imagination: American 

Identity and Hand-Me-

Down History 

The roots of modern American history curriculum can be traced back to ubiquitous stories 

that are intimately tied to a constructed national identity. This presentation will critically 

examine the intersection of national imagination and history education by examining one 

narrative from early adoption in history education to today's textbooks. 

 

SCH 

201 

Mary Ellen Daneels, Robert R 

McCormick Foundation 

Logan Ridenour, Illinois Civics 

Hub/ Dupo HS 

Should Teachers Disclose 

Their Opinions? A 

Structured Academic 

Controversy 

Teachers send implicit messages around power, justice, and equity with the norms and 

narratives incorporated in the classroom.. Should teachers disclose their opinions to 

students? Experience a Structured Academic Controversy to make an informed choice for 

your practice and experience strategies to facilitate student-to-student deliberations. 

 

 

 

SCH 

246 

Roger Cadena, University of Notre 

Dame 

What is Critical Race 

Theory (CRT) and How 

Should We Approach 

Teaching about Race and 

Racism as Educators 

 

This presentation describes the history and primary concepts of CRT and how "CRT" has 

been used to enact contemporary education policies. It then overviews sociology and 

education research to show why teaching about race matters in US society with 

suggestions and resources for best practices. 

 

SCH 

236 

Michael Hernandez, Metro Tech 

HS (Phoenix, AZ) 

Socratic Seminars To 

Promote Deliberative 

Discussions 

 

In this presentation I will demonstrate how to promote a deliberative discussion through a 

Socratic Seminar. Those attending will learn how to prepare students for discussions on 

controversial topics as well as ways to promote all students' voices. This presentation will 

discuss rationale, implementation and refinement of the Socratic Seminar. 

 



 

SCH 

204 

Mike Mateijka, McLean County 

Museum of History 

Bill Kemp, McLean County 

Museum of History  

Suzzette Hesser, Illinois State 

University 

 

Improving New Teacher 

Self-Efficacy by Creating 

and Publishing C3 Inquiry 

Design Model Units 

This session explains a project where ISU pre-service elementary teachers improved their 

sense of self-efficacy by creating and publishing C3 Inquiry Design Model Units. Join for 

an explanation of the semester-long process including a preview of the units created and a 

discussion of the resulting self-efficacy survey data.  

 

SCH 

211 

Gabriela Rodríguez Bissio, 

Prairie Central High School 

Conservatism and the 

debate on secularism in 

Uruguayan education 

This presentation aims to discuss how recent conservative legislation affects the basic 

principles of Uruguayan education. A key point is the current debate regarding secularism 

which, in tune with the regional tendency, follows an increasing trend of allegations 

concerning proselytizing work of teachers and teachers' unions in Uruguay. 

 

 

SCH 

212 

Doug Banwart, Bunker Hill HS Teach Sports History! 

Why Your History 

Department Needs a 

Sports History Elective 

Sports history is American history. A close analysis of sports reveals social, cultural, and 

political issues that are present in mainstream society. Yet sports history has shown that it 

can transcend race, class, and cultural divisions for spectators and participants alike. Learn 

how to build your new sports history elective now! 

 

4th Session 2:00-2:50 
 

SCH 

214 

Xiaoying Zhao, 

Christie Angleton, 

Benjamin R. Wellenreiter,  

Illinois State University 

P is for Patriotism: Red, 

(Very) White, and Blue 

Narratives in Children's 

Patriotic Picturebooks 

 In this session, three university teacher educators share the findings of a critical content 

analysis of 65 "patriotic" picturebooks. Each presenter shares findings that are politically 

red, depict people who are overwhelmingly White, and illustrate the over-representation of 

men (stereotypically blue). We then discuss the implications of anti-racist patriotic 

education. 

  

 

SCH 

201 

Emilie Burkiewicz, China 

Brendan Flynn, Dominican 

Republic 

Tayah Guerrero, Taiwan 

Evan Wilson, Taiwan 

International Teaching: 

Voices from the Field 

Opportunities to teach internationally have grown in recent years. The panel includes the 

experiences and perspectives of four ISU alumni teaching and living overseas. Their 

positions include such varied experiences as teaching history, literature, English, coaching 

sports, and working with Model UN.  

 

SCH 

246 

Traevon Parnell, Champaign 

Central HS 

Developing Critical 

Consciousness: Standpoint 

Theory and Strong 

Objectivity 1960s Black 

Power and Civil Rights in 

African American History 

 

African-American History 650 is a social science elective developed for Secondary 

Education students. The Course explores the story of Black Americans; from Out of Africa 

Theory of human migration, through colonization and construction of the United States, 

and the marginalization of Black people encounter post-civil War. Much of the content is 

taught through Critical Pedagogy; a Marxist framework that emphasizes using education as 

a tool for developing critical consciousness in students. AAH 650 provides tools for 

secondary educators to engage students in crucial examinations of USA systemic racism 

against Black people. 

 

SCH 

236 

Harriet Steinbach, 

Dana Karraker, 

Livi Swiech, 

Illinois State University 

Fostering Democratic 

Participation Through 

Deliberative Dialogues 

Civic participation involves engaging in dialogues to explore issues of importance to a 

community. Utilizing the NIFI model, ISU has facilitated nearly 175 deliberative dialogues 

where participants have deliberated on topics that are often polarizing. This session will 

provide an overview of the model and how it can be utilized in classrooms. 



 

SCH 

204 

Patrick Cain, 

Katie Snyder, 

Museum of the Grand Prairie 

Artifact Discovery: 

Infectious Diseases and a 

History of Healing 

Join former Redbirds from the Museum of the Grand Prairie, a natural & cultural history 

museum in east central Illinois, for a hands-on presentation of resources available at a local 

history museum. Learn how museums & their materials can foster high levels of critical 

thinking and help students connect with their history. Plus, get a sneak preview of content 

from our newest exhibit, "A History of Healing: Infectious Diseases and Community 

Responses to Defeat Them.” 

 

SCH 

211 

 Mary Ellen Daneels, Robert R 

McCormick Foundation 

Logan Ridenour, Illinois Civics 

Hub/ Dupo HS 

 

Making Thinking Visible Do you want to know what students are thinking? Experience an inquiry utilizing 

metacognitive strategies from Harvard University's Project Zero Visible Thinking Toolkit 

that can be used for both formative and summative assessment. Walk away with free, 

ready-to-use critical thinking protocols aligned to the Educating for American Democracy 

Pedagogy Companion. 

 

 

SCH 

212 

Keith Pluymers, Illinois State 

University 

Robert Fitzgerald, University HS 

Bringing Environmental 

History to the Secondary 

Classroom 

It is impossible to avoid climate change and our other interlocking environmental crises, 

but these topics are too often presented solely as science stories. This presentation 

describes an ongoing collaboration between ISU and University High School faculty to 

bring the environment into high school social studies classrooms. 

 

 

 


