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The Future of SAR in 

Colorado (CSAR): Update
Saturday Jeff Sparhawk President, CSAR

Updates and revised solutions for improving SAR across Colorado. As 

the need for SAR increases and CSAR and SAR resources adapt to 

these challenging times, it is now more essential than ever that SAR 

continue to collaborate and design a sustainable future.

Keynote Speaker Saturday Jerad Hoff
Cellular Forensics 

Technical Specialist

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) has been providing cell phone data analysis for 

search and rescue efforts since 2006. Since then small group of CAP 

volunteers that make up The Cell Phone Forensics Team have supported 

over 2,500 requests for assistance and the Air Force Rescue 

Coordination Center has credited the team with helping find over 1,230 

people. Maj Jerad Hoff will provide an inside look at the tools the team 

uses, the sources of data that are available, and how everything comes 

together to provide search and rescue teams a product to assist their 

search planning efforts.

FFL Case Review                  Saturday Esther McIlvain 
Flight Nurse, Flight For 

Life Colorado 
Actual case studies from around our state

Abdominal trauma/Crash 

Injuries and compartment 

symdrome. What is it and 

how to treat it                         

Saturday Chad Miller 
Lead Flight Paramedic, 

Flight For Life Colorado 

What you should know about this unique patient condition and why it's a 

time sensitive medical emergency. Includes a review of the signs and 

symptoms of abdominal injuries and how to recognize potential life 

threatning injuries

 Airway                           Saturday 
Flight For Life 

Crew 
Flight For Life Colorado 

A review on BLS level airway adjuncts along with methods to use them 

effectively in austere conditions. What to consider when faced with airway 

management in the back country setting. ALS providers will be able 

practice techniques to improve success rates in advanced airway 

management.
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Medical Decision making: IC 

to LZ                                     
Saturday Dr. Alison Sheets

Rocky Mountain Rescue 

Group

Dr. Sheets will discuss medical decision making for all levels of providers 

in SAR mission.   From start up to patient hand off, medical decision 

points require quick,decisive action to benefit patient outcome and overal 

mission efficiency and safety.   Using challenging, real cases and 

audience participation we will cover a variety of important operational 

decisions and medical issues common to SAR in Colorado.

Trauma Trends, Fluid 

Administration, and Blood 

Products in Mountain Rescue                          

Saturday 
Dr. Jason 

Williams 

University of New 

Mexico International 

School of Mountain 

Medicine

From redefining the trauma triad of death in backcountry situations to 

debunking the golden hour this talk will also include a discussion of fluid 

administration and blood products in SAR. 

Lift Ticket                                Saturday Chad Miller Flight For Life Colorado 

Join us for a live demonstration of the elements of a lift ticket credential---

helmets, doors, belts and communications---and how to work best with 

the FFL helicopter in a SAR scenario that requires flying SAR members 

into a remote site, with a FFL crewmember on board.  

A Dual Helicopter Response                                                        Saturday 

Charley 

Shimanski and 

Chad Miller 

Flight For Life Colorado 

The Flight For Life Avalanche Deployment program includes more than 

just moving dogs and rescuers to the scene.  Join us as we review how 

the Barryvox Long Range receiver works and how it can be utilized in a 

dual helicopter avalanche response (when appropriate).

LZ Management and Comm 

Safety at the Most Critical 

Time     

Saturday 

Charlie 

Shimanski and 

Jeff Girouard

Flight For Life Colorado 

One of the most critical components of a helicopter SAR response is the 

management of the field helispot and the ground-to-air communication 

element between ground rescuers and the pilot.  This program will 

include video and audio examples of best practices in LZ management 

and radio comms.

Heat Illness, Lessons from 

the Grand Canyon                
Saturday Dr. Drew Harrell 

University of New 

Mexico International 

School of Mountain 

Medicine

Case based presentation on heat illness cases from the Grand Canyon. 

Drew brings an interesting perspective as an EMS physician and medical 

director of the NPS Grand Canyon EMS/SAR.

All Quiet on the Western 

Front….Maybe? Saturday Gina Scarbrough 
Flight Paramedic, Flight 

For Life Colorado 

It’s a warm summer day and a hiker, is enjoying the Colorado outdoors 

going for a day hike with her dog. Suddenly she gets bit by a Rattlesnake, 

is all alone and clinging to life in a remote area. This is a dynamic case 

review of the events that day. You will hear from the actual responders 

who we're on this call, dangers they encountered getting to the patient, 

condition they found the patient, medical care rendered and challenges of 

getting her out. Find out what happens while her life hang in the balance 

and the incredible team work that occurred.



Colorado National Guard Saturday Clayton Horney CONG and SAR Techs
A high level review of the Colorado National Guard hoist rescue program, 

and what you need to know if you participate in it.

Cell Phone Forensics: Q&A                          Saturday Jerad Hoff
Cellular Forensics 

Technical Specialist

Come visit with Maj. Jerad Hoff of the Civil Air Patrol’s Cell Phone 

Forensics Team who will happily answer any questions you have about 

using cell phone data to help with search and rescue planning. Gain 

insights on requesting your own data from cell phone companies and 

mobile phone providers, learn what other resources the Civil Air Patrol 

can provide the search and rescue community, and all topics in between.

State Fixed Wing Multi 

Mission Aircraft in SAR                         

(Bruce Dikken)

Saturday Bruce Dikken 
Division of Fire 

Prevention & Control

Discussion about the capabilities of the State's Multi-Mission Aircraft 

program, and how it may be utilized to support Search and Rescue 

operations.

The Old and the New - Litter 

Carries                                                

(Including Titanium Litter with 

handles, wheel & break)

Saturday Tom Wood
Alpine Rescue Team / 

Cascade Rescue

We will go over efficient and preferred methods of traditional litter 

movement. In addition, an improved system will be shown including how 

to install and use litter wheels, breaks and handles.

I don’t have time for this 

social media stuff               
Saturday Anna DeBattiste

Summit County Rescue 

Group

Teams without the resources to have a public information program or 

trained PIOs often miss out on some quick and easy opportunities to 

fundraise, recruit new members and have a PSAR presence and 

influence in the community. This session is for anyone who wants to 

figure out how to have some of the benefits of a PIO function without 

having a PIO.

Safety In SAR Fact or Fiction Saturday Dale Atkins Alpine Rescue Team

This interactive workshop will explore the concept of "safety” in SAR 

activities and how to be “safer." At the end of the session, participants will 

have a new (or at least a different) perspective on safety, rescuer 

accidents, managing mistakes and vulnerabilities, and the importance of 

speaking up and sharing.



Role of the State SAR 

Coordinator and How to Work 

with Them            

Saturday 
Woody 

Woodward
Alpine Rescue Team

This session will cover what information you should have before 

contacting the State SAR Coordinator and how to get a hold of them. We 

will also go over the process of requesting Federal Resources from the 

Air Force Rescue Coordinating Center.

Best Practices in Mapping for 

SAR Incidents 
Saturday Ben Lantow Apline Rescue  Team 

Highlights some best practices in managing geographic information 

during SAR incidents utilizing SARTopo, including discussion of inputting, 

sorting, and displaying geographic information obtained in the course of 

managing a SAR incident. This lecture will also include overview of some 

SARTopo team account functions and new features for 2021. 

All Knots You Need to Know                         Saturday Craig Stalowy Aurora Fire / Elevated 

Safety

No matter how complex your system might be, it all comes down to 

knotcraft to make it all come together. We will cover the knots needed for 

the backcountry rescuer.

Managing Risk in a Team 

with Stratified Experience
Saturday 

Johnathan 

Wilson
La Plata Co SAR / 

Silverton San Juan SAR

All teams are composed with various levels of training and experience. 

We are going to understand how this stratification affects risk, and think 

about mitigation to keep the team safe.

High Angle Rescue 

Practicum                        
Saturday Brian Taylor

Summit County Rescue 

Group & Colorado 

Mountain College

Dual Capacity Two Tension Rope System lower and raise. 

Recommended audience: SAR members new to high angle rope rescue 

who want a comprehensive introduction to the “big picture” of high angle 

rescues with 2 ropes.

Advanced Rope Rescue 

Techiques for the Advanced 

Practitioner                     

Saturday Brian Taylor
Summit County SAR & 

Colorado Mountain 

College

Recommend audience: SAR members with previous rope rescue 

experience who want to practice hot system changeovers, knot passes, 

static to lowering rigging & other rope rescue problem solving scenarios.

Practicing Mechanical 

Advantages                   
Saturday Martin Barnett Alpine Rescue Team / 

Elevated Safety

During this practical session, we will start with simple mechanical 

advantage and quickly move on to compound & complex systems. There 

will be something for you whether you are new or at an advanced level. 

Small Diameter Rope System                 Saturday 
Johnathan 

Wilson
La Plata Co SAR / 

Silverton San Juan SAR

A deep dive into small diameter rope systems and the interesting results 

found with testing and experience.


