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Presentation Titles DAY Presenter(s) Affliation / 
Agency PRESENTATION DESCRIPTION 

Tri-Pods & Edge Mitigation 
in Technical Rescue Friday

Martin Barnett, Tech 
Specialist, ES Lead 
Instructor & Brian 
Taylor, Program 

Director Wilderness 
EMS, EMT-P

Alpine Rescue 
Team, 

 Elevated Safety / 
Summit County 
Rescue Group, 

CMC

Join us to learn better ways to complete an edge negotiation. We will be 
showing you how to erect and set up artificial high directionals and how to 
use a tripod safely. Resultants, rescues and personal skills will be 
discussed and practiced. See map for location and directions to Swan 
Mountain climbing area.

Winter Patient Packaging Friday Dale Atkins, Tech 
Specialist

Alpine Rescue 
Team

This hands-on workshop will involve patient packaging and care in windy, 
wet, and cold environs. At the end of the session, participants will learn 
methods and techniques to better protect and care for their patients and 
for themselves too. Be ready to be cold and wet — and to learn — when 
the weather turns nasty. Please wear weatherproof clothing and bring a 
change of clothes for afterwards.

Hot Loading and Mass 
Casualty Incidents Friday

FFL Crew & Charley 
Shimanski, Mountain 

Rescue Program 
Coordinator & Candace 

Horgan, NRP

Flight For Life / 
Thompson Valley 

EMS 

Your chance to experience a simulated mass casualty response and the 
most essential safety elements of loading patients under helicopters while 
the rotors are turning.

RECCO & Avalanche 
Transceivers Friday

Bob Feroldi, Tech 
Specialist & Scott 
Messina, Rescue 

Leader Coordinator

Alpine Rescue 
Team / Mountain 

Rescue Aspen

In this session we will display various transceivers in the industry, talk 
about the advantages and disadvantages of each, and give you a chance 
to test them out. 

Keynote Address: Multi-
National Success Story - 

Tham Luang Cave Rescue 
Saturday Calvin Nickoley, FP-C, 

USAF Pararescueman Flight For Life 

In his keynote address, Calvin will share the incredible story of survival 
and courage in the Thailand Tham Luang Cave Rescue of 12 children and 
their soccer coach in 2018. He will go in depth into the stages and 
technical details of the rescue, including medical care provided for the 
four-hour inter-cave transport over the three-day rescue operation.



Small Group Rescue 
Techniques  Saturday Zach Wade, Rescue 

Group Training Officer
Summit County 
Rescue Group

In this session we will cover technical rescue techniques and rope skills 
important for small teams traveling through alpine and vertical terrain. We 
will cover techniques such as short roping, operating an ATC or Reverso in 
plaquette or guide mode, releasing a loaded plate, raising systems, 
escaping the belay and rappel rigging. All of this will be done using alpine 
and climbing gear. The goal of this session is to increase competency in 
assisting patients that are mobile, but in terrain that’s over their head.

Altitude Sickness and 
Related Injuries Saturday Melissa Rach, RN, BSN, 

CFRN, CCRN-CMC Flight For Life 

Acute altitude sickness is an illness we commonly see in Colorado as 
hikers, mountaineers and travelers ascend into our areas around the state.  
Case studies will be utilized to discuss altitude sickness and review how 
teamwork, management and transport can improve the patient outcomes.

Trauma Assesment in 
Austere Environments Saturday James Poling, DO

Surgical Resident 
- St. Anthony 

Hospital

You’ve found the patient, now what? Learn systematic ways to approach 
an injured patient with limited resources in the wilderness. 

Scent in the Snow and 
Paws on the Powder Saturday

John Reller, Team 
Leader, Dog Handler, 

Snow Tech

Summit County 
Rescue Group, 

C-RAD

Working an avalanche incident with man’s best friend sounds like fun, but 
there are many considerations for SAR personnel whether they are 
planning the response, running the response or participating in the 
response.  Learn the basics about using K-9s as an avalanche response 
resource, as well as supporting K-9 emotional needs during an incident, 
and even encountering a K-9 as an avalanche victim.

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
Capabilities and 

Limitations for Incident 
Commanders

Saturday Bill Sample, UAV 
Manager 

 Chaffee County 
SAR - South

What are the advantages of using UAVs on SAR missions? Explore how a 
UAV should fly on a certain mission and how to manage and optimize its 
usage. This is also a great SAR UAV introduction for non-commanders.

Over the Edge Saturday
Brian Taylor, Program 
Director Wilderness 

EMS

Summit County 
Rescue Group, 

CMC

Learn and practice the personal rope skills needed for conducting pick-off 
style rope rescues and when going over the edge to assist the high angle 
litter attendant. Topics include: gear selection, ascending ropes, change 
overs from rappelling/ascending, the medical rescue interface and problem 
solving.

Case Review: Head 
Injuries & Altered Mental 

Status in the Back Country
Saturday Esther Mcilvain, BSN, 

RN, CEN, CFRN Flight For Life 
Case Reviews: How to manage patients with traumatic brain injuries and 
altered mental status with limited resources, as well as how to prepare 
them for transport.



Case Study: Blunt Force 
Trauma Injuries in a 

Resort Community and the 
Backcountry

Saturday Kristin Lodmill, RN, ND, 
CEN, CFRN Flight For Life A review of blunt force trauma patients from outdoor activities in a resort 

community. Care and transport considerations from this environment.

Pro AvSAR: The New 
Standard for SAR in 
Avalanche Rescue & 

Applying Risk 
Management Principles to 

Avalanche Rescue 
Incidents

Saturday
Jim Donovan, Director 

of Emergency 
Management

San Juan County 
SAR

Applying risk management principles to avalanche rescue incidents: A 
repeatable risk management process ensures that critical factors and risks 
get addressed in the high-risk avalanche environment and are considered 
during decision-making. This talk presents a team based approach that 
applies to all persons involved in an avalanche rescue. 

Pro AvSAR: A new course standard for training groups that conduct 
organized avalanche rescue developed by the American Avalanche 
Association. This talk will describe the new standard and how it applies to 
SAR teams. The course is also discussed in the context of the American 
Avalanche Association professional program progression.

Incident Support for 
Rescue Saturday

Laura McGladrey, FNP, 
PMHNP, MSN, RN, 

FAWM

Responder 
Alliance

An overview of what causes traumatic stress during rescue incidents 
including methods for mitigation and resilience. Learn practical tools for 
rescuers and rescue leaders for use in the field and the aftermath of major 
incidents.

Colorado Hoist Rescue 
Team (CHRT) 
Demonstration

Saturday Clayton Horney, Rescue 
Technician

Colorado Hoist 
Rescue Team

One of the most significant enhancements to the Colorado SAR 
community is the Colorado Hoist Rescue Technician (CHRT) program of 
the Colorado National Guard. Come experience a live hoist demonstration 
by the CHRT program demonstrating their dynamic hoist procedure.

Minimalist Anchor Rigging  Saturday Kyle Griffin, CMC 
Instructor

Summit County 
Rescue Group, 

CMC

This field session will present anchor systems that make the most of 
limited resources to create both fixed and dynamic lines. Advantages and 
disadvantages of anchor configurations will be discussed. Participants will 
be invited to have hands-on time in small teams to build their own 
systems.

Basics: Airways Saturday FFL Crew  Flight For Life 
This skills session will give participants the opportunity to learn basic 
airway management skills used in resuscitation, including guided 
instruction and hands-on skills practice.



AHH! Bites and Stings in 
North America Saturday Wesley Brookshear, BS, 

NRP, EMT-P

Centura 
PreHospital 

Services

This bites and stings course will be looking at our favorite critters that can 
make us and our patients sick in North America. We will be focused on 
recognition and treatment of common bites and stings and thinking about 
how we, the prehospital provider, can make the best impact!

Looking at SAR through a 
Risk Management Lens Saturday

Jonathan Wilson, Fire 
Fighter, EMT-P, SAR 

Team Member

La Plata Co SAR 
/ San Juan 
County SAR

A discussion of risk management assessment and mitigation, from the 
mission, to the team, to the individual.

Helicopter Rescue from a 
Pilot's Perspective Saturday FFL Pilot Flight For Life

When a Flight For Life helicopter is responding to your rescue call, what 
are the essential elements of the field helispot that the pilot will want to 
know?  They are interested in knowing about winds, wires and weather, 
but what else?

High Angle Litter Rigging: 
Horizontal Versus Vertical 

Systems
Saturday

Tom Wood, Tech 
Specialist & Cascade 

Rescue GM

Alpine Rescue 
Team / Cascade 

Rescue 

This field session will review the pros and cons of horizontal/scaffold style 
litter rigging systems versus vertical/pike and pivot style litter rigging 
systems. Patient packaging considerations for each setup will also be 
discussed. Students should expect plenty of hands-on time rigging multiple 
litters.

Advanced Airways: 
Paramedic Focus Saturday FFL Crew Flight For Life

This workshop will give participants the opportunity to work on basic 
airway management skills used in resuscitation with introduction to some 
advance techniques including guided instruction and hands-on skills 
practice.

Disorders of 
Thermoregulation Saturday James Poling, DO

Surgical Resident 
- St. Anthony 

Hospital

Extreme temperatures are inevitable when recreating in the outdoors. 
Learn how to prevent and manage both heat- and cold-related injuries.

Slippery when Wet - 
Swiftwater Rescue 

Considerations
Saturday

Jonathan Wilson, Fire 
Fighter, EMT-P, SAR 

Team Member

La Plata Co SAR 
/ San Juan 
County SAR

Swiftwater is a dangerous environment to operate in. Let's discuss the 
hazards, techniques, and equipment of swiftwater rescue.

Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Panel Saturday

Moderated by Jeff 
Sparhawk & Anna 

DeBattiste
CSAR

Diversity, equity and inclusion (and accessibility) is and will continue to be 
an important consideration for every Colorado backcountry SAR team.  
This conversation will have long reaching impacts on your team's future 
and the future members of your team.  This may not be a comfortable 
conversation, but when is backcountry SAR about being comfortable?  
Please join us in developing ideas and finding solutions to better serve our 
communities.



Getting Subject from One 
Side to the Other (AHD) Saturday

Martin Barnett, Tech 
Specialist & ES Lead 

Instructor

Alpine Rescue 
Team / Elevated 

Safety 

What do you do when you have a subject on the far side but you need to 
get them to the near side? This session will offer ideas and solutions for 
how to mitigate that problem with several AHD and highline options.

Splinting and 
Immobilization Saturday Libby Brewster, BSN, 

RN & FFL Crew Flight For Life

In this course we will review scenarios involving orthopedic injuries 
sustained in the back country. We will discuss rapid patient assessments, 
as well as practice alternative splinting techniques that can be used in an 
austere environment during extrication.

Backcountry Medical 
Supplies Saturday Tim Tichawa, EMT El Paso County 

SAR

This workshop will examine strategies for getting necessary medical 
supplies into the backcountry. Participants will discuss how to be properly 
prepared and the effect on the speed and efficiency of SAR personnel. 

Updates to CAIC Website 
and Forecasting Saturday Ethan Greene, Director State of CO, 

CAIC

The Colorado Avalanche Information Center's backcountry weather and 
avalanche forecasting program continues to evolve to address the needs 
of the people that live, work and play in the mountains. This presentation 
will provide an update on the Center's public products and efforts to 
support search and rescue operations throughout the state.

Fundraising, is the Juice 
Worth the Squeeze? Saturday Daniel Knudsen, April-

Dawn Knudsen, M.S.

Knudsen 
Coaching and 

Consulting

Fundraising can be a lot of work. Learn about ways to do more with less 
and increase your team's funding streams through foundations, grants, 
corporate and individual giving.

Mock Rescue Scenario - 
Technical and Medical Sunday

Martin Barnett, Tech 
Specialist, ES Lead 
Instructor & Brian 
Taylor, Program 

Director Wilderness 
EMS, EMT-P

Alpine Rescue 
Team, 

 Elevated Safety / 
Summit County 
Rescue Group, 

CMC 

Put your technical and medical skills to work in this full-on rescue scenario 
at Porcupine Rock near Keystone (see map for location and directions). 

Innovations in Stress 
Injury Management Sunday

Laura McGladrey, FNP, 
PMHNP, MSN, RN, 

FAWM

Responder 
Alliance

Come learn about emerging innovative statewide tools and resources 
available for major incidents and rescuer stress injury care. This will 
include an overview of lessons learned in recent stress awareness 
initiatives.

Coffee Chat with Keynote 
Speaker - Tham Luang 
Cave Rescue at CMC

Sunday Calvin Nickoley, FP-C, 
USAF Pararescueman Flight For Life 

Join our keynote speaker, Calvin Nickoley, for coffee in an informal setting 
where he will answer additional questions related to his experience with 
the Tham Luang Cave Rescue.


