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CONCURRENT SESSION FOUR 8:00-10:00 
13. (1st of Two Block Session) Finding Common Ground: Working Effectively with Others 

When Things Get Hard (Interactive Lecture)  
This exciting workshop will focus on finding common ground in 1-to-1 communication, team 
interactions, and broader systems. In each area, we will discuss tools for self-assessment and 
research based strategies for positive action including communication techniques, decision 
making paradigms, guidelines for achieving consensus, and techniques for eliciting administrative 
support. 

 
Gayl Bowser’s work as an independent consultant focuses on the integration of 
technology into the educational programs of students with disabilities. In the 
public school setting she has been a general education teacher, a special 
education teacher and a school administrator. Today, Ms. Bowser provides 
assistive technology consultation, training and technical assistance throughout the 
United States and internationally. 

 
 

14. Granting Your Technology Wishes: Introduction to Grant Writing for Teachers and 
Administrators (Interactive Lecture) This lecture will be offered in the afternoon session. 
Technology is magical. It can make teaching a lot livelier and engaging, but it is not free. Schools 
and programs that serve children and adults in educational and therapeutic settings must find 
ways to fund their technology needs and wants. Grant Writing is the key and this workshop will 
hand out the keys and help open the doors to grants from both public and private sources. 
Designed to show participants 1) How to find grants and 2) How to design a basic proposal, this 
session will empower grant seekers. An unusual feature is the "Band-Aid for your grant" Q&A in 
which participants can ask questions about their current or past grant attempts. 
 

Dr. Linda Karges-Bone, Director, Education INSite, is considered one of the top 
grant writers in the US, with over $10 Million dollars awarded in the last 7 
years. She has written three best-selling books on grant writing, including 
"The Educator's Guide to Grants for Schools and Non-Profits", that includes a 
CD of fund-raising sources. Dr. Bone is a tenured professor of education at 
Charleston Southern University and the author of 33 books. She is also a 
sought-after grant evaluator with experiences at both the state and federal 

levels. 
 

15. Google Chrome; Tools for Reading and Writing (Bring Your Own Device) 
Chromebooks have taken the computer industry by storm. These flexible, inexpensive computer 
systems rely on the Chrome browser to customize the experience for all learners. Come learn 
about an array of Chrome apps and extensions to support your struggling reader or writer, 
including options for text to speech, voice recognition (speech to text), highlighting and study 
skills, organization, mind-mapping, researching, visual support and more! These apps and 
extensions support all learners, including those who struggle with literacy and executive function. 
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Mike Marotta is a RESNA Certified Assistive Technology Professional (ATP) with over 
25 years’ experience in the field of Assistive Technology, providing direct consumer 
services and professional development activities (both pre-service and in-service). He 
is the President of his own consulting company, Inclusive Technology Solutions, LLC. 
He trains AT professionals & educators nationally and internationally and is an 
adjunct professor teaching pre-service educators about Universal Design for Learning 
and Assistive Technology at Felician College and Ramapo College of NJ. Mike is the 

founder of edcampAccess NJ and edcampAccess International - edcamp experiences focused on 
technology supports for students with disabilities. 
 

16. iOS: More Possibilities for Every Ability (Bring Your Own Device) This is a repeat of a 
prior session offered Monday morning. (Vendor Presentation) 
 iPad comes with assistive features that have changed the learning landscape for students with 
special needs. These innovative technologies allow students to experience the fun and function of 
iOS. In this hands-on workshop, you will experience the many assistive features of iOS as well as 
resources for additional learning.  To fully participate in this session, please bring your iOS device 
with iOS 9 installed. 
 
Apple believes in a world in which all learners are empowered to discover their own unique 
genius. The Apple personal learning environment supports creativity, collaboration, innovation, 
and critical thinking as a means to transform the way teachers teach and the way students learn. 
We do this by providing breakthrough software that enables rich content creation; by building 
amazing devices that allow teachers and learners to break free from the classroom; and by 
bringing together a breadth and depth of quality content choices to engage students in real-world 
learning. 
 
  
 

17. High Level Engagement for High Functioning Autism (Interactive Lecture) 
As a regional technology coach and father of 3, sharing Asperger's with my oldest son has given 
me a unique perspective of what it takes to engage students who are high functioning on the 
spectrum. In this session I'll share some of the apps and websites that turn the battle of sitting 
down for homework (or classwork) into the battle of stopping engagement ("get off that iPad!") ~ 
and maybe even a few tips for that battle as well. 
 

Ryan Zeedyk, Instructional Technology Specialist, Douglas ESD, is a husband, 
father, and educator. Ryan’s career began as a HS science teacher and coach 
of the chess, badminton, Rubik's Cube, Magic the Gathering, and Hip Hop 
teams. Ryan has since become an educational technology specialist and work 
with Pre K - University students and coach Lego Robotics. 
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