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Methods
• Exploratory Design 

• IRB Approved 

• Online Anonymous 2-week Survey sent statewide to 86 CNSs in Nebraska  

• Pre-Survey: December 18, 2021, to December 31, 2021. 

• Demographic data was collected within this focus group.

• Surveys had one week email and one day email reminders before closing.

• Inclusion Criteria: 

• (a) Unlicensed APRN-CNS Student

• (b) CNS with valid APRN-CNS state license 

• (c) CNS with temporary APRN-CNS state license

• (d) CNS with retired APRN-CNS state license

• (e) able to understand English 

• (f) the ability to access and complete the survey online. 

• Exclusion Criteria: 

• (a) A non-CNS Student,

• (b) Not licensed as a CNS by the state of Nebraska 

• (c) unable to understand English

• (d) does not have ability to access and complete the survey online. 
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Results: t-test 

Data Analysis

• Survey results based on a 5-point Likert scale,  (with 1=Strongly Disagree and 

5=Strongly Agree), CNSs in Nebraska agree or strongly agree that a CNS 

organization would support professional development and growth of the role of 

the CNS, and they would like to have a state affiliated organization. 

• Question 3: Do you feel a state CNS Affiliate would support professional growth 

and development of CNS-APRNs practice within the state of Nebraska?  

Pre-Test Post Test

– Mean 4.392857143 4.4

– Variance 0.543650794 0.778947368

– Observations 28 20

– p value 0.48

• Question 4: Would you like Nebraska to have a state affiliated CNS specialty 

organization? 

Pre-Test Post-Test

– Mean 4.321428571 4.45

– Variance 0.522486772 0.471052632

– Observations 28 20

– p value 0.269

• Pre-Survey Completion rate: 32.6%  (28/86 Total Respondents)

• Post-Survey Completion rate: 23.8% (20/84 Total Respondents)

• Although no statistical significance was found between questions 3 and 4, clinical 

observations were noted, there was not the same number of respondents who 

completed the pre-survey versus the post-survey (28 vs. 20).

Conclusions
• Final question of post-survey asks, “Would you be interested in participating further 

in this project”, a total of 52.6% agreed that they would like to be contacted and 

provided their preferred contact information. 

• Implementing a state specific CNS specialty nursing organization will only enhance 

the professional practice of the CNS by advocating for the role, impacting legislation, 

and allowing for an equal seat at the table amongst our advanced practice 

registered nurse (APRN) colleagues. 

Discussion
• Toolkits are often relied upon in nursing practice to support the implementation of 

clinical guidelines and disseminate research, but what makes one effective or 

useful?

• Perspectives on the use of the NACNS Affiliate toolkit is as important as looking at 

the adoption of the toolkit in the overall process for the development of a state 

affiliate over time. 
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Clinical Nurse Specialists Perspectives on a State Affiliate Toolkit

Background 

• According to the National Association of Clinical Nurse Specialists (NACNS), as of 

2020, there were 89,000 practicing Clinical Nurse Specialists (CNS) in the United 

States. 

• Specialty nursing organizations provide multiple resources in the form of 

newsletters, journals, and toolkits. Professional nursing organizations support 

professional practice. 

• Nebraska (NE) is one of the few states that does not have a CNS professional 

organization or affiliate to NACNS

• How does one explore what a community of nurses would want in an affiliate 

toolkit design and how does one translate that toolkit information to practice as a 

state organization? 

Purpose

• The purpose of this project is to determine Nebraska CNS perceptions on the 

NACNS Affiliate Toolkit

Aims

• Evaluate survey results from qualitative perspectives of a focus group of 

Nebraska Clinical Nurse Specialists regarding confidence and perceptions in 

utilizing a toolkit developed at the national level for development of a state level 

CNS specialty organization. 

Intervention
• This project intervention aims to bridge the gap through the adoption of a 

national toolkit as the foundation to create a Nebraska affiliate CNS 

organization. 

• NACNS Affiliate Toolkit draft created and completed in conjunction 

with NACNS strategic plan for the Affiliate Advisory Committee in 

January 2022 

• Post survey: February 9, 2022, to February 23, 2022

• Emailed NE CNS pilot group with the NACNS Affiliate Toolkit draft 

as PDF attachment 

• Requested feedback from NE CNSs in post survey questionnaire 

• Debut draft at NACNS Affiliate Advisory Committee Breakfast at 

the NACNS Annual Conference March 2022

Demographic Results:
• Respondents were 100% female & 

Caucasian. 

• Age Range 35-65, with 29% aged 65 

plus. 
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